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TO WEIGHTS AND MEASURES OFFICIALS 
 
Subject:  Enhanced Meat Products – Determination of Net Quantity 
 
 
The Division of Measurement Standards and the California Agricultural Comm
and Sealers Association have corresponded with the United States Depar
Agriculture (USDA)/Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) requesting cla
of its policy regarding the net weight determination of federally inspected, ca
meat and poultry products labeled as “enhanced and/or marinated with solution
 
As you may be aware there exists a clear requirement that testing performed 
plants and products from such plants follow USDA regulations. We as state an
government regulatory officials are preempted from using test methods that d
net weight of these products that are different than USDA.     
 
In April of this year, Dr. Barbara J. Masters, the Acting Administrator for US
responded with a letter that made it perfectly clear that “because the solution
are identified as part of the product names of enhanced products, whether the
is incorporated into the product or is free flowing, it is considered part of the 
“As such, it is expected that the labeled net weight applied at a federal estab
represents essentially the weight of the product minus the packaging.”  The fu
Dr. Masters’ letter is attached.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ken Lake, Program Superviso
Measurement Compliance Program at (916) 229-3047. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mike Cleary 
Director 
(916) 229-3000 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Dr. Robert Post, Director, USDA/FSIS Labeling and Consumer Protection S
 Henry Oppermann, Chief, National Institute of Standards Technology 
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